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	“Tradition Never Graduates”

	Semi-State Champions

2007, 2005
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STATE CHAMPIONS

2007, 2005


	Regional Champions

2007, 2005

	District Champions

2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 

2003, 2002, 2001, 1998
	
	Regional Finalists

2006, 2002, 2001, 2000, 

1999, 1998, 1997

	Undefeated Regular Season

2001, 1998
	
	LCHS Overall Record

163 Wins – 43 Losses

	

	Lexington Herald-Leader

Posted on Fri, Aug. 29, 2008 

Scouting Lexington Catholic

Coach: Bill Letton (third year, 23-4)

Last year: 13-2 (beat Lone Oak for 4A title)

Last 10 years: 114-17 (14 consecutive winning seasons)

Top returnees: Nic Ward (QB); Devon Williams (WR/LB); Daniel Vogelsang (TE/DL); Lane Pumphrey (DB/K); Will Letton (WR/DB); Greg Raglin (RB); Loyd Amos (OL/DL); Jake Conner (LB)

Key losses: Shane Israel (RB); Winston Guy (WR/DB); Sam Plomin (OL/DL); Nick Vicini (LB); Zach Yoko (DL); Adam Sandefer (DB); Andy Mahoney (OL/DL); Robert Swieterman (OL/DL); Tyler Corvin (WR)

Newcomers to watch: Lee Ramsey (RB/DB); Jonathan Bush (WR/DB); Ryne Least (RB/DB); Ryan Cruse (OL/DL); Lloyd Alverson (OL/DL); Alex Mesmer (DL); Blake Waller (OL); Mike Patton (OL); Bill Jacoby (OL); Mac Stevens (OL); Zach Linton (WR); Billy Jack Brown (DB); Justin Douglas (WR)

Outlook: State champs in 2005 and 2007, the Knights are setting their sights high again. "That's our goal," Bill Letton said. "We know we've got a lot of work to do to get there, but we don't expect less." The Knights have lots of holes to fill, including replacing game-breakers Guy and Israel. But Letton's biggest worry is in the trenches. "Up front, that's the key," he said. Amos is the lone returning offensive lineman. Seniors Cruse, Waller and Alverson learned a lot in practice and should be quick studies as starters. The defensive line must be restocked completely, but Vogelsang, Cruse, Alverson, Mesmer, Jacoby and Stevens are expected to be solid. As for skill people on offense, Ward returns at QB after throwing for 2,488 yards and 23 TDs as a sophomore. Raglin ran for 781 yards and 7 TDs last fall, mostly filling in for the injured Israel. Vogelsang, who is committed to Wake Forest, is a big target (6-3, 230) at TE. Williams and Ramsey will line up in the slot. WRs Will Letton, Bush, Linton and Douglas will get their share of receptions. The Knights' defense will be anchored by Conner at LB, who will fill the shoes of Guy. "We lose the speed of Winston, but trade that for a little more nastiness in Jake, a little more of a physical presence." Nate Letton is a promising sophomore LB. The secondary is deep, with Will Letton (he and Nate are the coach's sons), Least, Pumphrey and Brown the primary players. Pumphrey is also an accomplished kicker. He booted 12 field goals and was 62 of 66 on extra points last year.

Fashion statement: For the first time in more than 15 years, the Knights have changed the look of their uniforms, adding black stripes. "We felt it was high time to update and get a fresh look," Letton said.

Player's perspective: "The bar never lowers as far as expectations here," Daniel Vogelsang said. "We don't have any intentions of giving up our title. We (graduated) some big-time players, but this senior class, having been to the state championship twice, we know we can do it."



	
LexCath product Burke transferring to Louisville

By Jody Demling
jdemling@courier-journal.com 

Justin Burke, the former first-team All-State quarterback at Lexington Catholic High School, is returning to the Bluegrass State.

Burke, who spent the past two seasons at North Carolina State, announced yesterday that he will transfer to the University of Louisville.

The 6-foot-3 220-pounder saw limited time with the Wolfpack last season, completing two passes in three games as a redshirt freshman. He'll sit out this fall and have two years of eligibility at U of L.

"With the situation here, I felt I needed to do something that was important to me," Burke said in a release. "I had a great experience at N. C. State, and it was a special place for me over the last 21/2 years. The entire coaching staff and the support staff have been great to me. I want to thank them and my teammates. I wish them all the best."

Burke threw for 3,789 yards and 62 touchdowns as a senior at LexCath. He's ninth in state history with 8,770 career yards and is tied for third with 120 TD passes, one more than former U of L quarterback Brian Brohm.

	Posted on Sun, Aug. 31, 2008 

Lexington Catholic almost blanked

By Mike Fields
mfields@herald-leader.com 

Chalk one up for the football champs from Hoosierland over the champs from the Bluegrass.

Indianapolis Bishop Chatard, a three-time defending state titlist, knocked off reigning Kentucky champ Lexington Catholic 31-7 in the Bluegrass Bowl on Saturday night.

Green County outlasted Hazard 48-39 in the opener in a game that featured more than 1,100 yards of offense.

Lexington Catholic hadn't lost in 12 previous appearances in its own bowl, but the visitors from Indiana spoiled that perfect record and handed the Knights their worst defeat since St. Xavier routed them 47-0 two years ago.

"We knew (Chatard) was a strong, phyiscal team," Lexington Catholic Coach Bill Letton said. 

"Our kids played hard, but we didn't make any plays offensively. Defensively we lost a gap or two, missed a tackle or two, and they turned it into big plays." 

Chatard, which opened its season last week with a 45-6 win over Indianapolis Broad Ripple, looked solid from the first snap. Lexington Catholic looked like a team that graduated 34 seniors, including game-breakers Shane Israel and Winston Guy.

Lexington Catholic had only 132 total yards. Quarterback Nic Ward was 5-for-16 passing for 28 yards. Lee Ramsey led the ground game with 48 yards rushing.

The Knights averted a shutout in the closing minutes. Devon Williams' long punt return set up Ramsey's 1-yard TD run.

Chatard's Aristotle Pappas ran for 178 yards and two TDs in the first half, and didn't carry the ball in the second half.

The schedule doesn't lighten up for Lexington Catholic. It plays host to Scott County next Friday, and visits St. X in two weeks.

"We play a tough early schedule so we're ready at the end of the year," Letton said.

"I hate losing worse than anybody. But I'll hate it even worse if we don't learn from this particular game."

Green County 48, Hazard 39: In this day of pass-happy offenses, the Dragons get the job done with an well-oiled option attack.

The Dragons rolled up 586 yards, including 502 on the ground against Hazard.

Green County quarterback Justin Pendleton not only ran the show, he ran wild. He carried 13 times for 168 yards and six touchdowns. 

His backfield sidekicks had lots of running room, too.

Ricky Garrett rushed for 182 yards and a TD, and Zeth Rogers had 144 yards and a TD.

Hazard piled up 502 yards and got a huge game from Greg Adams, but the Bulldogs couldn't overcome five turnovers and an inability to stop Green County's ground game.

Trailing 24-20 early in the fourth quarter, Hazard appeared ready to take the lead when it drove to the Green County 1-yard line. But quarterback Tyler Olinger, who was plagued by cramps much of the night, fumbled on a sneak attempt.

The Dragons recovered the ball at the 1, and on the next snap Rogers bolted 99 yards for a TD.

Hazard's playmakers had their moments to shine.

Adams ran for 117 yards and a TD, and caught five passes for 173 yards and three scores. Michael Campbell had six catches for 120 yards.

Olinger passed for 362 yards and four TDs, and ran for 61 yards and a score.

"We like to play defense and stop people," Green County Coach Mike Griffiths said. "But (Hazard) was better athletically. 

Bishop Chatard 31, LEX. Catholic 7

Bishop Chatard 14 3 7 7—31
Lexington Catholic 0 0 0 7—0
BC—Aristotle Pappas 14 run (Cody Dickson kick). BC—Pappas 43 run (Dickson kick). BC—Dickson 27 field goal. BC—Andrew McDonald 6 run (Dickson kick). BC—McDonald 2 run (Dickson kick). LC—Lee Ramsey 1 run (Lane Pumphrey kick).

Green Co. 48, Hazard 39

Hazard 14 0 6 19—39
Green County 6 18 0 24—48
GC—Ricky Garrett 20 run (kick failed). H—Greg Adams 71 run (Austin Delpont kick). H—Adams 28 pass from Tyler Olinger (Delpont kick). GC—Justin Pendleton 3 run (run failed). GC—Pendleton 22 run (run failed). GC—Pendleton 38 run (run failed). H—Alex Hall recovered fumble in end zone (pass failed). GC—Rogers 99 run (run failed). GC—Pendleton 5 run (run failed). H—Adams 80 pass from Olinger (run failed). GC—Pendleton 1 run (run failed). H—Adams 52 pass from Olinger (run failed). H—Olinger 4 run (Delpont kick). GC—Pendleton 3 run (pass failed).




