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	“Tradition Never Graduates”

	Semi-State Champions

2007, 2005
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STATE CHAMPIONS

2007, 2005


	Regional Champions

2007, 2005

	District Champions

2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 

2003, 2002, 2001, 1998
	
	Regional Finalists

2006, 2002, 2001, 2000, 

1999, 1998, 1997

	Undefeated Regular Season

2001, 1998
	
	LCHS Overall Record

163 Wins – 44 Losses

	

	Posted on Sat, Sep. 06, 2008 

Herald-Leader

Knights hang on to beat Scott County

TWO PUNT RETURNS LEAD TO POINTS

By Mark Maloney
mmaloney@herald-leader.com 

Lexington Catholic's first win of the young football season was special.

Special-team propelled.

Ryne Least returned a punt 53 yards for a touchdown and Devon Williams returned another 52 yards to set up a field goal Friday as the Knights slipped past visiting Scott County 16-10.

Both teams are 1-1.

"No one phase of the game was overwhelming, but I thought all three phases played in sync very well," Knights Coach Bill Letton said. "We were playing good defense and we were a little conservative in our play-calling because we did have a short field. We didn't want to take any chances with turnovers."

Catholic has beaten the Cardinals five years in a row, but this one was tight.



• Photo slide show


Taking possession on its own 39 with 3:04 left, Scott drove to the Catholic 8-yard line in the final minute.

"I had my doubts," said Will Letton, who had 41/2 tackles. "But in the back of my mind, I knew we were going to win the whole time."

With no timeouts left and 18.5 seconds on the clock, the Cardinals pulled out a flea-flicker play. Before the plan could unfold, though, Williams crashed through to sack quarterback Cory Cronin. 

"I was thinking our kids have fought too hard to lose this game," Bill Letton said. "It would have been a bad deal had they made a play at the end."

The Cards got a snap off just before the final horn sounded, but a procedure call ended the play and the game.

"We played extremely well defensively and they played well defensively," Cards Coach Jim McKee said. "Our offense and our special teams just wasn't able to keep up with our defense."

Cronin, who also played safety, led Scott with 51/2 tackles.

Least opened the scoring midway through the second quarter. He fielded a Jay Willmott punt and headed up the Catholic sideline for a 53-yard touchdown.

Scott, held to two first downs as it began its final possession of the half, relied on Jose Smith to rattle off three in a row. Willmott, who was wide on a 53-yard field-goal attempt in the first quarter, made good on a 32-yarder with six seconds left, making it a 7-3 game at halftime.

Smith finished with 136 yards on 27 carries, including 79 yards on five carries on the scoring drive.

Scott fell behind 16-3 after three quarters.

The Cards' first possession lasted one play as Jake Conner forced a fumble. Matt Bean, who tied Kevin Ebbit for team honors with eight tackles each, recovered for the Knights on the Scott 33-yard line.

That led to an 8-yard touchdown pass from Nic Ward to Lee Ramsey.

With steady rain falling, the PAT was botched.

Scott County then went three-and-out. Williams returned the ensuing punt 52 yards to the 2-yard line, recovering his own fumble along the way, near the 20.

"I tried to read my blocking, they knocked it loose and I'm glad I got it back, luckily," said Williams, who ran eight times for 33 yards and also was in on six tackles. "Bounced right; just picked it up and went on."

A procedure call negated a touchdown and the Knights settled for Lane Pumphrey's 25-yard field goal.

Late in the third quarter, Williams muffed a punt and Smith recovered for Scott at the Catholic 30.

Anthony Sandoval, limited to defensive play for three quarters because of a hamstring injury, moved to offense and scored on the third play of the fourth quarter. He sprinted untouched around left end for an 11-yard score. 

Lexington Catholic 16, Scott County 10

Scott County 0 3 0 7 — 10

Lexington Catholic 0 7 9 0 — 16

LC—Ryne Least 53 punt return (Lane Pumphrey kick); SC—Jay Willmott 32 field goal; LC—Lee Ramsey 8 pass from Nic Ward (run failed); LC—Pumphrey 25 field goal; SC—Anthony Sandoval 11 run (Willmott kick).

Records: Scott County 1-1; Lexington Catholic 1-1

SC LC

First downs 12 8

Rushes-yards 50-155 28-49

Passing yards 35 55

Total offense plays-yards 62-190 47-104

Return yards 62 129

Fumbles-lost 2-1 3-2

Penalties-yards3-28 9-60

Punts-average 8-38.5 7-43.0



	Up Next for Your Knights

LEXINGTON CATHOLIC

At

Louisville St. Xavier

Friday, September 12, 2008

7:30pm

St. Xavier High School

Louisville, Kentucky

Watch LIVE at 

Wazoosports.com




